
#153

The Journal of the 
Anglican Diocese of 

Yukon
Spring 2009

Don Thompson is Ordained 
to the Diaconate in Fort Nelson  



Northern Lights Spring 2009page  �

Day 1 & 16
Whitehorse: Christ Church Cathedral.
The Ven. Dr. Sean Murphy; The Rev. David Pritchard; 
Licensed Lay Minister: Eileen Zimmerman

Day 2 & 17
Fort Nelson: St. Mary Magdalene.
Toad River, Alaska Highway, mile 150-506
Rev. Dawn McDonald and Rev. Neville Critchlow.  The 
Rev. Dn. Don Thompson, Lana Thompson and family

Day 3 & 18
Watson Lake: St. John the Baptist
Lower Post, Swift River.
Telegraph Creek: St. Aidan.	
Dease Lake; Glenora.
Licensed Lay Minister: Tim Liverton

Day 4 & 19
Carcross: St. Saviour’s.
The Rev. David Pritchard and family
Tagish, Johnson’s Crossing
Teslin: St. Philips
The Most Rev. Terry Buckle and the Ministry Team

Day 5 & 20
Communities of: Carmacks, Keno, Faro and Ross 
River.

Day 6 & 21
Atlin: St. Martin.
The Rev. Dn. Vera Kirkwood & family.
Licensed Lay Minister: Dorothy Odian.

Day 7 & 22
Clergy on leave: The Rev. Martin Carroll, Ruth Carroll 
and family;  The Rev. Mary Battaja, Lino Battaja and 
family.

Day 8 & 23
Haines Junction: St. Christopher’s.
Beaver Creek: St. Columba.
Alaska Highway: mile 918-1202
The Most Rev. Terry Buckle and Lay Ministry Team

Day 9 & 24
Whitehorse:
Church of the Northern Apostles.
The Ven. Dr. Sean Murphy (Archdeacon of Liard)
The Rev. Dn. Sarah Usher, Len Usher & family

Day 10 and 25
Mayo: St. Mary with St. Mark.
The Rev. Susan Titterington. and the Lay Ministry 
Team
Pelly Crossing: St. James the Lord’s Brother.
 Licensed Lay Minister: Betty Joe.
 
Day 11 & 26
Dawson City: St. Paul’s.  Moosehide: St. Barnabas. 
The Klondike Creeks; The Dempster Hwy.
The Rev. Dr. Lee Titterington,  The Rev. Dn. Percy 
Henry. The Ven. Ken Snider (Honorary Assistant) and 
Aldene Snider.  Licensed Lay Ministers: Mabel Henry; 
Shirley Pennell, Betty Davidson.

Day 12 & 27
Old Crow: St. Luke’s.
The Rev. Susan Titterington, The Rev. Dn. Marion 
Schafer, Esau Schafer & family. and Lay Ministry 
Team.

Day 13 & 28
The Rev. Dn. Sarah Usher: Diocesan Administrative 
Officer.
Members of the Diocesan Executive Committee.. 
Diocesan Prayer Partner: Diocese of Fredericton.

Day 14 & 29
Pattie Tetlichi, Yukon Apostolate:
Bishop’s School of Yukon Ministries.
PWRDF Diocesan Representative:
Diocesan ACW President: Gloria Hockley and all 
ACW members.

Day 15 & 30
Those retired from Missionary Service:
The Rev. Ben Hall & Nancy Hall.
The Rev. Dorothy Thorpe.
The Rev. Bruce Aylard & Audrey Aylard.
The Rev. Don Sax & The Rev. Dn. Lee Sax.
The Rev. Dr. Ellen Bruce OM.
The Ven. Ken and Aldene Snider.
The Rev. Geoffrey & Rosalind Dixon
The Ven. Arthur Privett
The Rev. Canon David & Alice Kalles
The Ven. John & The Rev. Dn. Carol Tyrrell
The Rev. Fred & Marcia Carson.
The Very Rev. Peter & Barbara Williams
 Marion Carroll.
Licensed Lay Minister: Edith Josie.

Day 31 and daily:
The Most Rev. Terry Buckle, Blanche Buckle & 
family.
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From the Archbishop
The challenge of present day 

ministry and mission in Canada’s 
North continues to confront us in the 
Diocese of Yukon as it does similarly 
in other northern dioceses of the 
Anglican Church of Canada.  Recently 
at  a Council of the North meeting in 
Edmonton Alberta we as a Council 
identified particular areas of common 
need and concern in our various 
dioceses. There was a strongly identified 
need for training and equipping our 
people for ministry.
In the Diocese of Yukon it is very 
obvious that if we do not train and 
equip our people for ministry we will 
not be able to continue effectively at all 
as a diocese engaged in the mission of 
the Church.
We continue to encourage, equip 
and enable those of our people who 
are willing to commit to a learning 
process, in order that we might use to 
the fullest extent possible the ministry 
resources that our Lord has given us in 
our people, for the glory of God and the 
strengthening of His Church.
Recent changes in the Diocese of Yukon 
have encouraged us to take a serious 
look at the mission purpose of the 
Church. These changes, for the purpose 
of mission and ministry, have also 
called for a greater commitment from 
all of us to work together in prayerful 
and creative ways to make good things 
happen in our congregations and in the 
communities in which we live.
One of the dangers we face as a diocese, 
in what we call Circle Ministry, is that 
of being inward looking. The call of 
mission asks us to look and reach out 
from ourselves to the world around 
us. The first mark of mission is the 

proclamation of the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in word and deed, helping 
people to come to know Christ and to 
make Him known. We are called to be 
a disciple-making Church not a self- 
serving Church.
Prayer plays a central role in mission. 
Our Lord prayerfully discerned God’s 
direction in His mission purpose and 
so must we as His Church. Please 
pray with us that we will continue to 
prayerfully discern God’s direction for 
us as a diocese.
It is so vitally important that we work 
together with our Lord, carrying out 
ministry and engaging in mission in 
the enabling strength and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit.
As this issue of Northern Lights comes 
to you in the Season of Easter may it 
bring to you a continued awareness of 
the Diocese of Yukon and its people 
but especially may it bring to you a 
renewed awareness of that wonderful 
Good News message: 

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again.

Archbishop T.O. Buckle
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Photo Exhibit Opens in Whitehorse

The Old Log Church Museum/ 
Yukon Church Heritage Society 

would like to thank everyone who 
attended the opening 
reception for the photo 
exhibit “Connections to 
the Past, Legacy for the 
Future: 150 Years of the 
Anglican Church in the 
North.”  It was held in the 
Hougen Heritage Gallery 
at Arts Underground 
in Whitehorse, Friday, 
November 7th, 2008.  
We were happy to have 
several people speak 
at our event.  Arlene 
Kubica, from the Board of Directors 
of the Yukon Church Heritage Society 
acted as our emcee for the evening.  
Minister Elaine Taylor spoke on behalf 
of  YTG Tourism and Culture and Sarah 
Usher spoke on behalf of the Diocese 
of Yukon.  There was delicious food on 
hand as the event was catered by Tracey 
from “Umbellula on the River”.
Through the use of archival material, 
memoirs, historic photos, films and 

interviews, 
we created 
this photo 
exhibit to tell 
the story of 
the Anglican 
C h u r c h ’ s 
long history 
in the Yukon, 
from its first 
missionary 
a r r i v i n g 

in 1861 to the  present day. We also 
produced a 60 minute audio-visual 

presentation which goes into greater 
detail about the history of the Anglican 
Church which is intricately linked to 

the history and 
development of the 
Yukon Territory.  
The Anglican 
Church has played 
a key role in the 
Yukon’s history 
from the fur trade 
era onwards. Early 
explorers, traders, 
and miners were 
soon followed 
by missionaries 
anxious to spread 

the Christian message. Church workers 
were present and involved in key 
periods in 
the Yukon’s 
h i s t o r y 
i n c l u d i n g 
the Klondike 
Gold Rush and 
its aftermath, 
post-contact 
First Nations 
history, both 
world wars, 
and events 
as contemporary as dealing with the 
issues of the residential school era. 
Many individuals associated with the 
Yukon Anglican Church were also 
key figures in Yukon history – people 
such as Bishop Bompas, Bishop Isaac 
Stringer, Reverend Richard Martin and 
Deaconess Hilda Hellaby.
The Old Log Church Museum /Yukon 
Church Heritage Society gratefully 
acknowledges the financial support 
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for the creation of this exhibit from 
the Community Development Fund, 
Economic Development and Museums 
Unit, Tourism and Culture, Government 
of Yukon.  We would also like to thank 
the many people and organizations 
involved in the development and display 
of this exhibit and the accompanying 
DVD including but not limited to: 
Susan Twist, Glenn Iceton, Tim Kinvig, 
Helen Dobrowolsky, Greg Skuce, 
Michael Hyslop, Aasman Design, 
Most Rev. Terry Buckle, Bishop, 
Diocese of Yukon, Mrs. Sherrie Croft, 
Staff of Yukon Archives, Kurt and Cal 
Waddington, AV Action Limited.
The exhibit was on display at Arts 
Underground November 7th, 2008 to 
January 31, 2009.  Afterwards, we 
would like to first make it available 

Photos on opposite page:
Minister Elaine Taylor (top) Arlene Kubica 
(left) Rev. Deacon Sarah Usher (right)

Diocesan News Briefs
Atlin
Congratulations to the Rev. Deacon 
Vera Kirkwood on the occasion of her 
85th birthday recently!  Vera continues 
to be active in her parish and is assisted 
by her daughter, Dorothy Odian.

Old Crow:
Edith Josie of Old Crow fell and broke 
her hip.  After spending some time 
in hospital in both Whitehorse and 
Vancouver, Edith is now home where 
her family is assisting her with 24hr 
care.  Deacon Sarah Usher says she still 
has her cheerful smile and infectious 
laugh!  Please remember Edith in 
prayer.

Changes in Watson Lake
The Rev. Lesley Wheeler-Dame, her 
husband, Eric and daughter Lydia have 
left Watson Lake and the Diocese of 
Yukon and are now in Boyle, Alberta,  
Lesley is the pastor of the Northern 
Lights Parish of four churches. Tim 
Liverton, a member of St. John the 
Baptist, Watson Lake has now been 
licensed as a Lay Reader in the parish. 
(see photo on page seven)
 
Whitehorse:
The Anglican Parish of Whitehorse 
held a Pancake supper on Shrove 
Tuesday where people gathered 
together in Hellerby Hall at Christ 
Church Cathedral.

continued on page 13

for loan to any Anglican church in 
the Diocese of Yukon.  The exhibit is 
comprised of 27 frames with text and 
photos, is easy to transport in its four 
small crates, and it can be set up almost 
anywhere.  If your church, school or 
community organization is interested 
in hosting this exhibit, please contact 
Taryn Parker, Director/Curator of the 
Old Log Church Museum at 867-668-
2555 or email logchurch@klondiker.
com for more information. 

Written and submitted for Northern Lights by 
Taryn Parker, Director/Curator of the Old Log  
Church Museum, Whitehorse, Yukon
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Ordaining One of Our Own
Glen Gough

Personal growth is 
important within any 

organization.  Within the 
Church it is no different.  
Leadership is vital 
within any organization.  
Within the  Church it is 
no different.  It is also 
true that the leader in 
an organization who is 
willing to get their hands 
dirty, to work along side 
each and every employee, 
is the most respected.  Again, within 
the Church it is no different.  And when 
that leader has been raised up from 
within the organization, from the entry 
position right up through the ranks, it is 
extra special indeed.  Well, within the 
Church that is how it is always done.  
Those we know as leaders within the 
Church were at one time simply a 
part of a loving Church community of 
believers being nurtured in their faith 
by those around them.  Until one day, at 
some unknown time, they felt a call and 
became ready to assume a leadership 
role.  That person’s leadership role, 
no matter where it is realized, is at 

least in part, due to the cultivation of 
their Christian walk by the people 
surrounding them, past and present.
St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Fort 
Nelson is very excited to have such a 
leader within their congregation.  Don 
Thompson, who has been part of the 
Anglican and Fort Nelson community 
for over 25 years is now assuming an 
even greater leadership role within St. 
Mary’s, the Diocese of Yukon and the 
Anglican Church of Canada.  Don was 
ordained a Deacon in the Church of 
God on February 22, 2009.
Don has for years participated in 
the various ministries in which St. 

Mary’s has been 
involved.  He has 
done everything 
from singing 
with a seasonal 
choir, to being 
a member of the 
church council; 
from painting 
and making 
repairs, to being 
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a Warden of the Church; 
from faithful worship, to 
representing the Diocese 
at the national Church 
level.  He has taken on 
roles supporting the 
Church no matter how 
small, gladly and with the 
love of God in his heart.  
Don has also been a 
key member within the 
community of Fort Nelson itself.  He has 
operated his own accounting business 
in town for at least a generation and 
done things such as being a leader of 
the Scouts troop in town.
The call to a more formalized leadership 
role in the Church takes many years 
and a great deal of prayer to discern.  
But over the last ten or so years, while 
working towards his Bachelor’s of 
Theology from Thorneloe College, 
Don realized his call was to ordained 
ministry within the Anglican Church.  

Please join St. Mary’s Anglican Church 
in prayers of support for Don as he takes 
this momentous step in his life path.

Photographs: Opposite page top:
The Rev. Dn. Don Thompson, his wife Lana 
and Archbishop Terry.
Opposite page bottom:
(Left to right) Rev. Dn. Sarah Usher, Rev. 
Dawn McDonald, Rev. Dn. Don Thompson, 
Archbishop Terry, Rev. Neville Critchlow and 
Licensed Lay Minister: Glen Gough

Watson Lake Ministry Team: Diane Aaman, Barb Macrae, Rev. Canon David Kalles, Alice Kalles, 
Tim Liverton, (Licensed Lay Incumbent) and Archbishop Terry Buckle

continued from previous page

(Left to right) Mark Tudor (Licensed Lay 
Administrator), Archbishop Terry and Glen 

Gough ( Licensed Lay Minister)
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The Anglican Parish of Whitehorse is 
Formed

The Ven. Dr. Sean Murphy
Interim Rector of Whitehorse

Whitehorse Anglicans have 
launched an exciting new model 

of ministry, starting in January, 2009. 
By the grace of God, under Archbishop 
Terry Buckle’s guidance and with 
much prayer, it was unanimously 
decided at special congregational 
meetings of Christ Church 
Cathedral and The Church of 
the Northern Apostles at the end 
of 2008, that a new model of 
ministry be adopted, called The 
Anglican Parish of Whitehorse 
(APW). 
In this model, both congregations 
form one Parish. The financial 
arrangement in the Parish is that 
there will be a two thirds/one third 
sharing of ministry costs between 
the congregations. The Cathedral will 
pay two thirds of the Rector’s salary 
and housing and Northern Apostles 
one third. There will continue to be 
separate Vestries (or Church Councils) 
and each congregation will handle its 
own finances, run many of its own 
programs and develop its own identity 
within the larger setting of the Parish. 
Regular Sunday Services will continue 
in both congregations. 
Archbishop Buckle has appointed 
Archdeacon Sean Murphy as Interim 
Rector of the new Parish. Archdeacon 
Sean will be based at the Cathedral and 
have office hours Tuesday to Friday, 
9:00 am to 11:45 am. 
An APW Executive Council, consisting 
of clergy, wardens and treasurers of the 
two congregations will meet every two 
months or as necessary. The purpose of 
the Executive Council is to review and 

evaluate ministry developments in the 
Parish and monitor how we are doing 
in the new model.
The APW is a missionary Parish with 
responsibility for support and outreach 
to the surrounding communities of 
Carcross, Tagish, Teslin, and Haines 
Junction. A Parish     

A r c h b i s h o p  
Terry with the 
new Interim 
Rector of the 
Anglican Parish 
of Whitehorse 
(2nd from left) 
with other 
clergy and 
laity of the new 

parish.
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The Anglican Parish of Whitehorse is 
Formed

The Ven. Dr. Sean Murphy
Interim Rector of Whitehorse

Ministry Team has been formed, 
consisting of Archbishop Buckle, who 
leads the Team, Archdeacon Murphy, 
The Rev. David Pritchard, the Rev. 
Deacon Sarah Usher, Lay Minister 
Ellen Zimmerman and Parish Secretary, 
Rob Christie. We meet weekly (except 

for Ellen, who has work commitments) 
for prayer, planning, encouragement, 
mutual support and teaching from the 
Archbishop. One of the first things 
that the Team did was to start Monday 

to Friday mid–day (11:45 am) 
prayer, open to all who wish to 
join us.
The vision of the new model is to 
make faithful use of the financial 
resources and Spiritual gifts in 
the two congregations to enable 
more effective Gospel ministry 
and mission in Whitehorse and 
beyond. The model is an interim 
initiative and will be reviewed at 
the end of June, 2009. 
A recent highlight was a joint 

Cathedral – Northern Apostles Service 
on February 8th at the Cathedral. About 
seventy-five people gathered for a 
joyous time of worship, to celebrate and 
commission ministries in the Parish, 
and mark the start of Archdeacon 
Sean’s ministry as Rector. Three people 
within our midst also reaffirmed their 
baptismal vows during the Service. At 
a certain point in the Service we linked 
together in a circle around the Cathedral 
nave, and the Archbishop directed us to 
turn around and turn the circle outwards 
to the world. We were reminded not 
just of the potential and many gifts in 
the Parish, but of our purpose to reach 
out into our community with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.
At a recent Ministry Team Meeting, 
four priorities were identified for the 
APW: (1) Prayer – personal, as a Team, 
corporately as a Church, especially 

continued on page 11
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Diocesan A.C.W. News
Gloria Hockley (President)

Greetings to all ladies of the diocese 
and beyond.  

In September I traveled to Kingston, 
Ontario to attend the annual National 
ACW Conference.  The theme was 
“Alive in the Spirit” and this was 
truly evident.  One member wrote 
a special hymn on this theme.  We 
were hosted in the retreat section 
of  the Sisters of Providence convent 
with beautiful grounds for walking.  
The Sisters were praying for us and 
we felt very blessed.  Bishop George 
Bruce shared his experiences of the 
Lambeth Conference and celebrated 
the Eucharist.  An election for officers 
was held followed by an installation.  
We updated our constitution and were 
enriched by presentations from guest 
speakers.  Special guests included the 
National Mother’s Union President,  
the President of the Catholic Women’s 
League and the President of IAWN.  It 
wasn’t all business - we shared crafts 
and fellowship, toured St. George’s 
Cathedral and had a fun boat tour of the 

T h o u s a n d 
I s l a n d s .  
Our shared 
o f f e r i n g 
was divided 
b e t w e e n 
the  Council 
of the 
North and 
the Arctic 
Cathedral. 
Our prayer partner this year is the 
Diocese of Fredericton.  The Diocese 
of Toronto is praying for the Yukon 
ACW. 
Due to conflicts with Synod dates, 
we have postponed the next Diocesan 
ACW conference until the spring of 
2010.  More information will be posted 
as our plans develop. 

Christ Church Cathedral ACW 
Christmas party
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Anglican Parish of Whitehorse
continued from page 9

in our Services, and prayer for 
outreach/mission;  (2) Pastoral training 
(visitation, pastoral care); (3) Christian 
Initiation (teaching for baptism, First 
Communion, Confirmation, marriage); 
(4) Additional Church Services. We 
are moving on the first three now (with 
workshops for the APW on corporate 
prayer leadership and pastoral care 
and a Confirmation class to start soon, 
and other Christian Initiation teaching 

already underway) and praying about 
the fourth.
God has been so gracious and faithful 
in His wonderful provision and in 
leading us in this new venture of 
ministry. We give all thanks and praise 
to Him! Please pray for The  Anglican 
Parish of Whitehorse, that we would be 
a faithful people, and together hear and 
obey what He is calling us to do in the 
days ahead.

Quotable Quotes
“The dying Jesus is the evidence 
of God’s anger toward sin; but the 
living Jesus is the proof of God’s 

love and forgiveness. “
Lorenz Eifert 

 “We live and die; 
Christ died and lived!” 

John Stott

 
“Let the resurrection joy lift us 
from loneliness and weakness 
and despair to strength and 

beauty and happiness.”  
Floyd W. Tomkins

From the Editor:
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and blessed 
Easter as we celebrate the death and glorious resurrection of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Thank you to all those who have written notes of appreciation for this magazine 
- it is always good to hear from you.
May you all know the joy of the risen Lord now and always.
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An Amazing Thank You to an Amazing 
Church 

Fiona Brownlee

Across Canada in  churches, prisons, 
college chapels, youth gatherings 

and wherever Anglicans met over the 
last six months, “Amazing Grace” was 
sung.  It was sung with enthusiasm, 
with love and with support for the 
Council of the North.  It was sung in a 
variety of languages and to a variety of 
instruments.
Even before the actual Sunday of 
singing, November 23rd, 2008, groups 
of Anglicans were gathering to sing 
the hymn.  They sang to show their 
unity.  They sang to show their love 
for God.  They sang to give a donation 
to the Council of the North.  By mid-
November, these donations reached 
around $4,000.  It was a song of support 
in such difficult and trying times.
The Church in the northern part of 
Canada continues to struggle with 
the rising prices for goods, social 
instability in many of its communities, 
and the after effects of residential 
schools.  The Anglicans who live in 
these communities have experienced 
the rest of the Anglican Church of 
Canada reaching out to them with 
love and support.  They have seen the 
videos of Canadian Anglicans singing 
“Amazing Grace”.  They have heard 
about the offering of the “toonies”.  
They have gathered and sung the 
hymn “Amazing Grace” and made 
their donations.
Marion Jenkins, one of the coordinators 
of the Henry Budd College of Ministry 
reported this: “Christ Church, The Pas, 

Manitoba in the Diocese of Brandon, 
a Council of the North diocese was 
amazing singing “Amazing Grace” 
that morning.  We sang the first verse 
in English, then in Cree, then all the 
other verses.  The congregation made 
its way to  the chancel and sang the 
first verse again in English.  Not 
everyone was there yet, so we kept 
singing in Cree and English.  People 
were generous.
It was great fun and Holy chaos.”
As members of the Council take 
in what happened on this special 
Sunday for the Church, they would 
like to say “thank you, ekosi (muskeg 
Cree), megwetch (Ojibwa), naqurmik 
(Inuktitut) kitatamihin (Plains Cree), 
mahsi (Gwich’in) gunalcheesh 
(tlingit) as they look forward to the 
new ministry projects they will be 
able to take on.

Fiona Brownlee is the Communications 
Officer for the Council of the North
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Whitehorse:
David Robertson of the Anglican 
Parish of Whitehorse pictured with 
Kienna Baker on the occasion of her 
being made a server at Christ Church 
Cathedral

Spiritual Gifts Workshop
A workshop was led by Archbishop 
Terry on the Spiritual Gifts at Church 
of the Northern Apostles in White-
horse.  People came from Teslin and  
Whitehorse for this occasion, which 
was held the weekend of November 
22nd/23rd 2008.
Many of the participants attended 
the service 
on  Sun-
day singing 
“Amazing 
G r a c e ” , 
a l o n g 
with other 
c h u r c h e s 
throughout 
the coun-
try.  (See 
story on pre-
vious page)

Diocesan News Briefs continued from page 5

Singing “Amazing Grace” at Christ Church Cathedral, Whitehorse

“Spiritual Gifts” workshop participants pictured with Archbishop 
Terry Buckle at Church of the Northern Apostles in Whitehorse.   
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Well known Christ Church 
Cathedral parishioner Gudrun 

(Erickson) Sparling has a unique 
history.  Her pioneer father, John Olaf 
Erickson, came from Sweden during 
the Goldrush via South Africa and the 
Boer War.  He mined in the Dawson 
and Kluane areas.
In `1925 he married his wife Kristina 
in Sweden and returned to Whitehorse, 
then a mere transportation link to the 
Goldfields with a population of 350: 
the total population of Yukon at that 
time was 5,500 people.
They purchased the original Regina 
Hotel and attended the Old Log 
Church.  Godrun had to be baptized 
in the Presbyterian Church because 
there was no minister at the Anglican 
Church at that time. “Goodie” as she is 
called, clearly remembers early Church 
history, and over the years participated 
in the Church from Sunday School to a 
long term member of the Vestry.
“Goodie” attended the old Lambert 
Street School and the Principal was 
Jack Hulland.  When she later became 
a teacher, Jack Hulland was the 
Superintendent of Education!
When the town suddenly changed 
in 1942 with the Alaska Highway 
and Canol Projects and sprang to a 
population of 20,000 the hotel was 
suddenly caught up in World War 
II.  The old Log Church and Rectory 
became a popular destination for 
lonely soldiers, welcomed by the Rev. 
Chappell and his wife.

Some of this exciting time has been 
captured in a fifty page book entitled 
“The Canol Adventures” by Pat Ellis, 
featuring Goodie’s story and pictures 
as well as contributions from Alex 
Van Bibber, Gert Gillis and Goodie’s 
husband, Joe.
If you are interested in purchasing a 
book with a $7 donation (including 
postage) to the ACW, please write 
to Christ Church Cathedral in 
Whitehorse.

Pat Ellis (Left) pictured with Goodie Sparling 
at a “Canol” evening at the Transportation 
museum in 2008.
The beaded necklace worn by Pat was made by 
the late Florence Thomas of Old Crow c.1975.  
This same necklace also traveled to Canterbury, 
England and was worn by Blanche Buckle 
when she attended the Queen’s tea!

A Nugget of Yukon 
History

Diocesan News Briefs continued from 
page 13
Fort Nelson:
February 22nd 2009 was a joyous 
occasion at St. Mary Magdelene 
Anglican Church.    Don Thomnpson 
was ordained Deacon; Glen Gough 
was licensed as a Lay Minister 
and Mark Tudor licensed as a Lay 
Administrator.
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Braeburn Camp Yukon 
Some interesting statistical information on the Braeburn Camp for 2008
Paid Staff:  Director - Carrie McClelland   Ass’t Director - Carolyn Westberg
Counselors - Hayley Bietz, Rebecca Dacko-Brink  Evan Magill-Schalko and  
Joshua Samuels
July  6-11        
Junior I Camp     Females 15   Males  5  Total 20    2 CITS  4 Volunteers
July 13-18       
Teen    Camp     Females   7   Males  7   Total 14    1 CIT    1 Volunteer
 (A Mission Group of 4 volunteers came from Bragg Creek, Alberta came to help 
lead) 
July 20-23       
Pee Wee Camp   Females  9    Males  6   Total 16   2 CITS   3 Volunteers
July 27-Aug.1  Junior II Camp     
Females 16   Males  6   Total 22     3 CITS   7 Volunteers
Braeburn Camp continues to be a very important outreach program of each 
church
Visioning (planning for the future of the camp) has been an important element of 
the last two years.
Grateful thanks are expressed to the Ecumenical Men’s Breakfast Group for all 
their financial help.
The board agreed to accept the altar, cross, pulpit, lectern and baptismal font that 
was built for  the National Lutheran Youth Gathering held in Whitehorse in Aug. 
2008.  (The above information provided by Sharon Taeger, Lutheran Church, Whitehorse)

John and Carol Tyrrell in 
Spain!
This is what some of us retired 
folk do - Los Balcones church, 
Torrevieja, Alicante Spain, -
all the active retired clergy at 
worship.

Retired Archdeacon John Tyrrell and 
Rev. Deacon Carol Tyrrell (2nd and 
3rd from left)

For the summer issue: July 17th 
2009

Photo credits where known:
Front Cover: : Rob Christie 
page 4: photos 2 and 3: Rosalind Dixon.
page 6:Top: Rev. Dawn McDonald
page 6 Bottom: Rob Christie
page 7 Top: Rev. Dawn McDonald
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